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RESOLVED: TO MAKE 2012 THE BEST ``DOGõõ YEAR 

                                                          By Toni Ginnetti  

Many of us get a ``where did the year goõõ feeling when the calendar turns 

from December to January. Resolutions voiced twelve months ago, when it 

seemed there was plenty of time to fulfill them, can slip away in the realities 

of everyday life.  

But how things can change in a year.  

For some of us, 2011 was a year of saying good bye 

to a beloved pet, a sad reminder of just how quickly 

the time with our special family members goes by. 

And then the days bring in a new pet with his or 

her own unique personality, joyous at finding a home, and reminding us that 

even as time takes away, it also renews.  

One resolution I always try to keep is to remember to 

be fair, kind and understanding of my dogs. The 

``accidentõõ on the carpet probably happened because I 

was gone a little too long. The barking at the mysteri-

ous man who keeps putting his hands through a slot in 

the front door and dropping 

things is not an out -of -

control canine ñjust a little 

guy who is protecting his 

domain, unaware of the du-

ties of the U.S. Postal Service. And if my agility 

partner misses a weave pole and we òNQõõ, thereõs 

always time to train a little more for the next 

trial.  

Most of all, I remind myself of how much better life is because of my pets ñ

and how in many ways, they are better than me at being a loving and loyal 

friend!  
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What a year of accomplishments 2011 was for Windy City canines and their partners! From new titles to therapy work, 

there was a lot to ``bragõõ about. See page 7 for some of 

their ``bragging rightsõõ photos. 

Lisa Monge and her Alaskan Klee Kai named Honor aced their 

first UKC competition at Gateway in November, earning the 

UAGI title with three straight Qs. Honor also competed in 

``altered conformationõõ and received her ALGRACH title 

(Altered Grand Champion), won Altered Best in Specialty 

Show and won Altered Reserve Best in Show twice. Honor is 

UKCõs first Altered Grand Champion. ``I was so nervous to 

compete at Gateway because it was a large and unfamiliar 

venueñand there were so many other AKK people there,õõ Lisa 

said. ``I wanted to make the breed proud. When she was 

younger, Honor was a real wild child and itõs been a challenge 

to develop the strong partnership we have today. She still 

has these `flights of fancy,õ and sheõs a big ham and knows 

when she has an audience. To my delight, Honorõs love for 

agility showed through at Gateway. So many people would 

come up to me asking what she was and saying the nicest 

things about her performance. As we crossed the final jump 

for her third Q, I couldnõt help but do this ridiculous happy 

dance with her. I was so happy!õõ 

The Windy City trials in November produced some new 

champs as well. UACH titles went to Marianne Fieseler and 

her cocker spaniel, Whiskey, and to Lisa Bobis and her Shih 

Tzu, Ranger.  

Aliss South and Retief keep adding to their many titles. Retief tacks on ``AKC ThDõõ as a therapy dog who made at least 

50 qualified visits. He ended the year with 99. And he is a ``CD -Cõõ, for companion dog, from the Companion Dog Sports 

Program, formerly know as St. Hubertõs. His ``little Akita sister,õõ Neskaya,  is progressing with her nose work and 

passed the odor recognition test for birch, making her eligible to enter nose work trials.  

Retiefõs more unique ``bragõõ came Oct. 29 when he joined author Leslea Newman at the Illinois State Library Associa-

tionõs meeting in Springfield. Newmanõs book, ``Hachiko Speaks,õõ is the story of Japanõs famous Akita, Hachiko, who 

accompanied his owner to the train station every morning and returned each evening to meet the train. One day his 

owner died at work and never returned, but Hachiko continued to meet the train every evening from 1926 to his death 

in 1935. Hachiko became a national symbol for love, loyalty and faithfulness, and a bronze statue of him was built at the 

Shibuya station in Tokyo. Newmanõs book won the ASPCAõs Henry Bergh Childrenõs Book Honor, and she was making a 

presentation at the association meeting. She asked Akita rescue if an Akita could come to the event to represent the 

breed. ``Retief was honored to be asked to represent Akitas,õõ Aliss said. ``He was petted, admired and photographed 

by many.õõ 

                                                                             (Continued on page 4) 

Retief, with author Leslea Newman, at the Illinois State Library Assn. meeting. 

Retief was chosen to represent his Akita breed as Newman gave a presentation 

about her book about Japanõs most famous Akita, ``Hachiko.õõ 
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                 WELCOME A NEW YEAR AND A NEW BOARD  

The Windy City Agility Club board begins the new year with some new faces and one veteran 

member in a new role. The board officially took over upon the annual election in October, with 

Jeff Wykowski moving from director to vice president. Longtime board member Art Cuneo 

retired, leaving two vacancies that have been filled by Lisa Monge and John Mathias.  

Lisa and John and all the board members always welcome input from the club members. In 

fact. itõs encouraged!  Your questions, suggestions and thoughts help the club grow. 

 

                                      SURVEY SAYS: 

                             A WINDY CITY LOOK AT OUR DOGS  

We microchip and neuter our dogs.  

Weõve all put up with having something chewed up, from television remotes to furniture. 

We like bringing our dogs with us when we can ñespecially to the bank drive -up window when doggie cookies get 

passed out. 

We donõt mind having our dogs in bed with us. 

And sometimes weõve succumbed to dressing up our dogs. 

The answers varied in the October, 2011 survey we invited members to take. A small sampling came back, but there 

was a concensus among most when it came to safety (dogs ride in the back seats of cars ñnot the front) and things 

like microchipping and neutering/spaying.  

Here are some of the answers. [We only identify Lou Bogart in the first one because of her unique situation!]  

Q. How do you acquire your dogs?  

From Lou Bogart: For us, dogs pretty much just ``happen.õõ Of our 10 dogs (to date), three were purchased (from 

private individuals) when we saw them available (we were not looking!); two were literally òfoundõõ; one was adopted 

from a shelter (specific breed); two from families who would not keep them and were considering euthanasia, and 

two from friends who were fostering them.  

Q. Youõre eating and your dog begins to beg. Do you give in, hold out until almost done or give in? 

A. I ignoreé..my husband, not so much. However, plate-licking after meals is traditional and obligatory.  

                                                                     (Continued on page 5) 
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BRAGS, BRAGS, AND MORE BRAGS (Continued from page 2)  

The Krynski/Woepse dogs (thatõs Barb and husband Tom) were busy in 2011. 

Here is Barbõs catalog. 

``In November, Trixie (handled by Tom) earned her first AKC MACH, quali-

fied for the AKC Nationals, and was packing to head to the AKC Agility Invita-

tional! She was among the top five of her breed again in 2011, making it her 

third year in that position (sheõs only been competing for three years.) She 

also qualified each run at the Invitational AND made it into the FINAL 

ROUND in fourth place! At the Invitational, only the top five dogs of each 

jump height make it into the final round, and only one of each breed (if run-

ning in multiple heights.) Trixie came home the top Smooth Fox Terrier for 

2011! Trixie also earned her AKC CDX this year with scores in the 190s, and 

finished her U -ROC rally title, too! She had fun in June at the UKC Premier 

earning her Coursing Aptitude title, too.  

On Dec. 9, Charlie earned his MACH4 title only eight months after earning his 

MACH3! At 12 years old, this Min Pin is still kicking butt! (see page 7 photos) 

Charlie also qualified for the AKC Agility Nationals and the AKC Agility 

Invitational in the Top 5 for his breed for the eighth year in a row! 

Charlie had a lot of fun at the AKC Invitational but did not make it 

into the final round this year as in some past years.  

Nikki, the Little Min Pin That Could (see April 2010 Scramble), earned 

her 20th double Q on Dec. 11, achieving the AKC PACH (Preferred 

Agility Champion) title and simultaneously her AKC PAX at 13 years 

old. For those who may not be familiar with the titles, a MACH and a 

PACH both require 20 double Qs and 750 points. A PAX requires 20 

double Qs (a double Q means the dog qualified in Excellent B Standard 

and Excellent B Jumpers with Weaves at the same trial). The dog 

earns one point for each second they run under Standard Course time. 

In her AKC career, Nikki earned her AKC MACH and MACH2 at 12 

inches (jump height), MACH3 and MACH4 at 8 inches and now her 

PACH at 4 inches ñspanning three jump heights! Nikki also qualified 

for the AKC Nationals as a Preferred dog. In USDAA she earned her 

first title in that venue with the A -frame set at 6 feet 3 inches. It 

was substantially lowered to 5 feet 6 inches for 12 inch and 16 inch 

division dogs. All her MACHs were earned with the AKC A -frame set 

at 5 feet 6 inches and her PACH with it set at 5 feet, and her UKC 

titles at 4 feet 11 inches ñ A-frame heights spanning four heights!  

Zap finished his USDAA ADCH (Agility Dog Champion) title and is only 

two QQs away from his MACH. He also completed his U -ROC rally ti-

tle. Zap is one of the few dogs who HATES rally, so this is pretty 

much it for him in Rally. He needs two legs to complete his AKC CDX 

and he can focus on what he loves ñagility and lure coursing. He earned 

his UKC CA title in June, too.  

                              (Continued on page 5) 

Above: Trixie, who earned her first MACH in November.  

Below: Barb and Nikki ñ``the Little Min Pin That Couldó 


